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HAldress: 128 "J" Street (No. 28 old nubering System) : _ I
Cecoupant: Vacant
‘Use: Originally a clothing merchant store on ground floor; llVlnD quarfters

on second floor

ARCHITECTURAL AI\’D BISTORICAL SICNIFICANCE

The Vormser Building is of interest as it is one of the 1853 buildirgs, built :
inmediately after the fire of Noverber 2, 1852, and stiil existing. The casteiron
architectural details are typical of several similar buildings of the pericd. '

FISTORICAL INFORMATION

Tne Vormser Building was owned and budlt by B.F. Eestings in 1853 and rented to
I. & S, Wormser, Clothing Merchants. The bullding was. two stories, of brick
EaBONYY, ﬁeasuring 20" ¥ 85'., Isador and his brother, lormser, are listed in
“the Sacramento Directory for 1856 as being fram Louisiana and are first listed .
in the 1853-54 directory at 28 "J" S‘treet. Subsequent directories give Germany

as their place of origin. ‘
The Vormser Brothers remained at 28 "J" Street until 1858 when they moved to
Feywood's Building on the southeast corner of Second and "JY Streets, where they
rerained until 1864,

In 1850 Julius Gregery,from France, had operated a wagon express service fram
I NIY Sireet tootre mirdro towms.  In 185% he ecteblished & wholesale troduce
narnet in the riocer Lu,_LdJ.,.f s 120-124 "J" Street, moving next door to 1zé "J"

Street in 18840,

In 1870 the produce market of Julius Gregory at 126 "J" Street expanded to take
in the cld Wermser Store et 128 "J" Street. In 1880 Charles Bermes was taken:
into the fira under the name of Cregory,Bermes & Co., becoming Gregory Brothers
Co. in 1883, and -orntinuing under that name until 1900, : '
The Gregory Eroilire were Eugene and Frank. Iugene Gregory becarme Mayor of
Sacramernto in 1883. :

-ARCHITECTURAL SICNIFICANCE

Tre typical lot, as lald out in the 1854 Official Map of Sacramento, based on
the Captaln Wamer survey of 1818, was 80! wide on the street frontage., In
TwrT the average 80' lot was divided into parcels of 20' width and the majority
cf tre criginal, small canmercial buildings were consecuently but 20° wide,
This c:kcw‘stunc:e accourts for so many of them being s*"*lar_* alrost icentical,
in architectural treatnment---feon ostrc.tlon on the gmunu floor consisting of
three arched or flat-lintel cpenings and, on the second floor, three windows,
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The building was raised to the new sireet level wher. "J" Street was raised
ap “*cxlraLcly a story heignt in 1865 as a result of the 1861-62 flood.

Tre fluted, half-round, ergaged cast-iron columns with bell-shaped capitals and
flat tbrud cval arches are typicel of the sane details employed in the facade
of the Pionecr Hall end EBokerwy, 120-124 “J" Street; the H.W, Stein Store, 218

g S*rLeL, and the Jares Bithell Bockstore, originally on "J" Street between

Fourthh and Fifth Streets. All three of the latter were built in 1853 and raised

to the new street grade in 1865,

The paneled double dcors are tychal of the 1865 period and probably date fron
tne raising of the bullding in that year.

Tre original second flecor window frames and sash (which were probzably casenent
type with transcms) have been replaced with modern double-hung windows. :

The interior plan arrangerent has been altered by so many changes over the years

as to make it impossible to determine the original layout.
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